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OUR FATHER 
The Lord’s Prayer for Children 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 


15. DoxoLoey (For THINE Is THE 
KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE 
Guory FoR EvEr) 


66 ET’S begin this morning by sing- 
ing the doxology,” suggested Miss 

MacDonald as soon as the class had 

assembled quietly in their seats. 

“Doxology!” exclaimed the children. 
“What’s that?” 

“We don’t know any doxology,” ex- 
plained Christopher, speaking for the 
others. 

“Oh, yes, you do!” laughed Miss Mac- 
Donald. “You just don’t know it by 
that name, that’s all. Can’t anyone 
think what song I might be thinking 
of?” 

For. a moment there was silence. 
Then a light broke across Rosemary’s 
face. 


“I know!” she cried. “At least, I 
think I do. Is it ‘Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow’?” 

“Good girl, Rosemary!” Miss Mac- 


Donald replied: “Does that give anyone 
a clue as to what the word dozxology 
might mean?” she asked, writing the 
new word on the board. 

“A song of praise to God?” inquired 
Virginia. 

“Something very like that, Virginia,” 
was the reply. “A doxology is the 
ascription, or giving, of praise and of 
glory to God. Can you guess why I 
should like to sing the doxology today?” 

“Because we’re up to the part in the 
Lord’s Prayer where we say, ‘For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory,’” returned David promptly. 

“Yes. And before we start to study 
that phrase, I think it would be very 
fitting to sing a doxology of praise to 
Him. Shall we sing it now?” 

So the children sang, as sweetly and 
clearly as they knew how: 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


“When we made our outline of the 
Lord’s Prayer,” began Miss MacDonald 
when the singing had died away, “we 
compared it to the outline of a letter. 
To what did we compare this phrase, 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever’?” 

“Wasn't it to the complimentary clos- 
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ing?” asked Brian. “Like in a letter, 
you’d say, ‘Your loving son,’ or, ‘Your 
sincere friend,’ or something like that 
—something that makes the person 
you’re writing to feel that you like him 
a lot, and that you really mean what 
you say. And then you sign your 
name.” 

“Very good, Brian,” declared Miss 
MacDonald. “And in a sense, we do 
the same thing here. ; 

“Let’s just take a moment to review 
our outline,” she went on. “Peter, let’s 
hear what you remember.” 

“We began with the salutation, or, 
when we are talking to God, we call it 
the invocation. Then came six petitions, 
three Godward, and three manward. In 
the Godward petitions we pray for 
God’s glory, but our own spiritual bless- 
ings come when His glory is the main 
object of our life. In the three man- 
ward petitions, we pray for our own 
needs: for our material needs, for for- 
giveness from our sins, and for deliver- 
ance from sin and evil.” 

“Well done, Peter!” exclaimed the 
teacher. “I couldn’t have put it any 
better myself! And now we are about 
to close our prayer. We have asked 
God for ‘many things, and now Jesus 
teaches us that we should look away 


from our petitions for a few minutes © 


and just consider God Himself, and wor- 
ship Him. 

“If this were a letter, we would say 
that we are now ready for the com- 
plimentary closing, and the signature. 
But this is far, far more important than 
any letter. This is a prayer to the 
most high God, who is ‘a’ Spirit, in- 
finite, eternal and unchangeable in His 
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth.’ And so the Lord 
Jesus teaches us that we should close 
our prayer with an acknowledgment 
of God’s greatness—a doxology, as it 
were. And the words He gives us are 
the ones we know so well. Say them 
together, class.” 

So the class repeated slowly: 

“For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.’” 

“Now there are many very beautiful 
doxologies in different parts of the 
Bible,” continued Miss MacDonald. 
“David in the Psalms, and Moses, and 
Joshua, and Isaiah and Jeremiah and 
many others of God’s servants burst 
forth in songs of praise to God from 
time to time. But I thought it might 
be interesting this morning if we turned 
to John’s vision, the Book of Revelation, 
and looked up some of the doxologies 
that are given there. God gave John a 
vision of the heavenly glory, you will 
remember; and John wrote down for 
us some of the songs of praise that he 
heard being sung around the throne 
of God itself. Mary, will you look up 
the first chapter of Revelation, please, 
and read from the middle part of verse 
five to the end of verse six?” 

So Mary read: 

“Unto him that loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father; to him be 
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Where Is God? 


Where is God? Where does He live? In Heaven? Where 
is Heaven? Up somewhere! Is God elsewhere than in 
Heaven? Where? In U.S.A.? In Africa? In China? 
Where is God? Everywhere—in my heart; He is both here 
and there. I can shut God out of my life, but I cannot 
escape from Him. I can exclude Him from my plans, but 
I cannot avoid Him. God is always with me, even when 
I try to ignore Him or try to escape from Him. Jonah 
tried to run away from God’s presence—to Joppa on a 
ship bound for Tarshish; in a storm: at sea; in the belly of a 
great fish; in Nineveh; in his anger against God because 
of God’s mercy to Nineveh; in the blazing arid desert— 
but always God was there speaking to Jonah, guarding and 
preserving him, waiting for him. In one way I may like 
Cain go “out from the presence of the Lord.” I can disobey 
Him, refuse to follow Him. I can shut God out of my life! 
What a terrible thing to shut God out of my life! Yet I 
can no more escape completely from God than I can 
escape from myself. He is always “The Hound of Heaven.” 


I may say with Francis Thompson: 


I fled down the nights and down the days; 
I fled down the arches of the years; 
I fled Him down the ee ways 
Of my own d. 


But God is still pursuing me, convicting me of my sin, 


pointing me toward that path of life, lovingly waiting to 
save me. I cannot stop God loving me. I can no more 
escape from Him than I can from the atmosphere in which 
I live. God is always beside me, either in my heart ruling 
and reigning, or He is at the door of my heart knocking 
and waiting for me to open that door and to invite Him in. 
Even if I no longer hear Him, He is still there. Yes, I 
can so persistently reject Him that He ceases to strive with 
me. He abandons me to the tragic doom of being myself, 
a lost sinner. He may no longer plead with me, but He 
is still beside me. He still loves me, and the blessings of 
His common grace—sunshine and harvest, summer and 
winter—He showers on me. He is still here. He is still 
there. “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither 
shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, 
thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in 
the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand 
lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely 
the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light 
about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the 
night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are 
both alike to thee” (Psa. 139:7-12). 
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Haggai: a Message for Today 


chapters, the prophecy of Haggai 

is first of all a local message. 
There are four messages uttered within 
the space of a few months concerning 
the rebuilding of the Temple in Jeru- 
Salem in the postexilic period. The 
books of Ezra and Nehemiah provide 
the background of that period. The 
Temple had remained in a state of 
total disrepair, although the years were 
Passing and the people were establish- 
ing themselves in their own homes and 
on their own properties. There were 
Teasons for this condition. To rebuild 
the Temple would require time and 
hard labor, and they were already busy. 
Enemies threatened or sought by other 
Means to hinder the Temple’s recon- 
struction. 

God was not pleased with this neg- 
lect of His house and spoke through 
His servant Haggai, calling the Jews to 
‘onsider their ways and assuring them 
that their present temporal distresses 
—trop failures and food and money 

es—were because the Lord’s 


(| crapters, of only two short 





By Jack Manley 


house still lay waste. Prince, priest, 
and people joined in obedience to the 
prophet’s message, and the work of re- 
building began. But a difficulty ap- 
peared and threatened to stop the 
work: the new building, compared with 
Solomon’s great Temple, was in their 
eyes as nothing, and a wave of dis- 
couragement threatened to engulf them. 
In a series of wonderful expressions, 
the Lord assured them that He was with 
them, that they had no need to fear, 
that the glory of the latter house would 
be greater than the former, and that He 
would give peace. Then, because they 
did not immediately see the material 
prosperity they had been led to expect 
following their obedience, a new peril 
confronted the work. Again the 
prophet spoke, suggesting that they 
seek a ruling from the priests concern- 
ing the effect of clean (sanctified) flesh 
upon that which is unclean and with 
which it comes in contact. Does it con- 
secrate or sanctify the unclean? Does 
it make it holy? The answer is no. 
In contrast, however, the unclean will 





defile the clean. Sin had thus per- 
meated the life of the people of Jeru- 
salem. This is no light thing, nor are 
the consequences removed in a moment. 
However, God’s grace is manifested 
in the promise that follows: “From this 
day [when the foundations of the house 
were laid] will I bless you” (2:19). A 
final short message to the prince fol- 
lows, assuring him that in the midst of 
all that will be shaken he and his work 
will endure. 

This is the local aspect of the proph- 
ecy. What is the permanent value? 
What is its message for today? 

As we contemplate the work of God 
today how often are we moved to com- 
plain with the prophet, “The Lord’s 
house lieth waste.” Why so much weak- 
ness? Why such apathy concerning the 
things of Christ? Why so little result? 
Do we not find the answer in the words 
of Haggai: “Is it time for you, O ye, to 
dwell in your cieled houses, and this 
house lie waste?” (1:4). “And ye run 
every man unto his own house” (1:9). 


(Continued on page 451) 
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THE TIMES News Report 


@ TOKYO.—By the end of the first week of 
the Tokyo Christian Crusade, over 1,400 persons 
had responded to the evangelistic invitation ex- 
tended by Dr. Bob Pierce, who is leading the 
Crusade. Nightly attendance varied between 
6,000 and 8,000 in the 10,000-seat Meiji Audi- 
torium. Considerable opposition to the use of 
the metropolitan gymnasium for the meetings 
has been encountered from both religious and 
secular quarters. Tokyo police, fearing demon- 
strations, escorted Dr. Pierce to and from the 
auditorium during the first nights of the Crusade. 
Plainclothesmen and uniformed police were on 
duty to prevent any outbreak of violence. 


@ RANGOON, BURMA.—Proclamation of Bud- 
dhism as the state religion of Burma probably 
will take place in August, it was announced here 
by a spokesman for the State Religion Enquiry 
Commission. Muslim leaders have recently 
joined Protestants and Catholics in protesting 
establishment of Buddhism as the state religion. 
Buddhist leaders have emphasized that there 
will be no discrimination against members of 
minority religions. 


@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—The United States 
Supreme Court has refused to review a decision 
of the Vermont State Supreme Court, which ruled 
that it is unconstitutional for a school district to 
pay tuition for students to attend private reli- 
gious schools. By refusing to review the case, 
the Supreme Court upheld the Vermont decision, 
thereby establishing an important precedent that 
other states will be likely to consider in any simi- 
lar case. Significantly, the Vermont court based 
its decision on the First Amendment to the U. S. 
Constitution rather than on the Vermont State 
Constitution, thus making its decision a much 
broader precedent than would otherwise have 
been the case. 


@ ROME.—Breaking of diplomatic relations 
between the Vatican and the Castro regime in 
Cuba appeared imminent with the recall by 
Havana of its ambassador to the Vatican, Dr. Jose 
Ruiz Velasco. Vatican sources said that Arch- 
bishop Luigi Centoz, Apostolic Nuncio to Cuba, 
was at his post in Havana, but that it was not 
known whether he is allowed freedom of 
movement, 


@ The Cuban government has seized twenty- 
two Methodist schools enrolling over 5,000 stu- 
dents, according to the Methodist Board of 
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Missions. The seizure was in accordance with 
the recent decree of the Castro regime national- 
izing all private schools. 


@ NEW YORK.—The three-week North of 
England Crusade may be the most crucial of his 
career, said Billy Graham at a shipboard press 
conference here prior to his departure for Eng- 
land. Dr. Graham predicted that the campaign 
would exceed in importance and scope both the 
London and Glasgow crusades. Already pre- 
pared for counseling services during the Crusade 
are 11,000 workers who attended a seven-week 
course of instruction. In addition to the 50,000 
who will be seated in the Maine Road Stadium in 
Manchester, an even greater number will hear 
Dr. Graham speak on the final ten nights over 
telephone lines that will transmit his voice to 
amplifiers in some 2,500 local churches and halls 
throughout England. 


@ BOSTON.—Culminating more than a cen- 
tury of merger efforts, the American Unitarian 
Association and the Universalist Church of 
America voted formal union at a joint meeting 
here. The combined organization will be known 
as the Unitarian Universalist Association. Dr. 
Dana McLean Greely, newly-elected president of 
the Association, called upon the members to 
cherish their liberal Protestant tradition and to 
pioneer for universal religion and for a higher 
faith, more inclusive good will, and_ social 
responsibility. 


@ PRINCETON.—An expedition to conduct 
archaeological investigations at the ancient city 
of Petra in the Kingdom of Jordan has been 
formed by Dr. Philip Hammond, assistant pro- 
fessor of Old Testament at Princeton Theological 
Seminary. Petra was the stronghold of the 
Edomites, but was lost to Western history in 
the late thirteenth century. 


@ An increase of nearly 400 per cent in the 
number of foreign self-supported churches and 
church groups was reported at the 164th General 
Council of the Christian and Missionary Alliance. 
The denomination now has a total of 2,733 cor 
gregations with over 130,000 members. 





Next Week sae 


The Crisis in World Missions: 4. Determin- 
ing Mission Priorities. By Arthur F. Glasser. 
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Reflections on News By Dr. Hans Birki, Times Correspondent in Switzerland 
Having been asked to provide news from the European the satisfaction of being well-informed men and women. 
Continent for American readers, I first had to think about As Christians we have to ask ourselves earnestly whether 
of the different manners of seeking and giving information. our desire for news is legitimate, and when it passes its limits 
his What is the most appropriate way to do this in our time? and becomes sin. The German word Neugier (curiosity) 
ress I shall try to distinguish some typical forms of news-giving. literally translated means “lust for news.” Reporters must 
ng- (1) Short reports without comment of various happenings, | ask themselves if they are able to distinguish between news 
jign including dates, persons involved, themes, books, incidents. and news. If we do not distinguish between news that must 
the (2) Records of events with comment by the writer. (3) be known and that which must be left aside, we shall be 
>re- Selection of events that yield an over-all picture of a certain eaten up by news. 
ade country or topic. (4) Record of trends of thought, out- You may dismiss these remarks’as the typical utterances of 
adh look, mentality, or atmosphere. (5) Record of things and a European mind that is governed by theoretical consider- 
00 trends that do not happen (that are lacking). ations. Instead of giving us news he gives us some reflec- 
; These various ways of selecting and presenting news de- tions about giving news! If you come to this conclusion, you 
‘Ss pend one on the other, the first being the most elementary _have at least received one piece of news of type four: you are 
ear but necessary for the next and so on. The last two are the aware of the trend of thought of a European Christian. As 
ver most difficult, but, it seems to me, the most important. a correspondent, I have asked myself with every piece of 
| to We are so swamped with news that we rarely have time to “news” that I received, if it is necessary for you American 
alls reflect on what we have read. The specific news flames up in _ readers to know it. Among many of us here in Europe there 
our consciousness for a moment only to be extinguished by _is a deep dissatisfaction about the low standard of Christian 
the next piece of news. In the end we have no well-rounded ___ reporting, and at the same time a growing sense of need for i 
en- picture, but rather merely vague notions mingled with truly well informed Christians. 
rian 
of 
ia | | Wilbur M. Smith's SURVEY 
wn EPISCOPAL MISSIONS.—The Report of the Committee of Conference on Overseas Mis- { 
Dr. sions of the Protestant Episcopal Church, published October 11, 1960, contains the following { 
t of facts: “In 1958, out of 30,000 American missionaries overseas, only 237—-less than one per | 
to cent—were sent by the Episcopal Church. The average giving of American Christians for for- 
} to eign missions is $2.45 per member; but the average for Episcopalians -is only $1.20 per mem- j 
her ber—less than half. The average cost of maintaining a missionary of the Episcopal Church { 
cial overseas is $10,000 per year, as compared with $2,500 for a Southern Baptist missionary or | 
$1,500 for a Jesuit... In Africa, after 110 years of missionary effort, the Episcopal Church 
has one missionary district, with one bishop and 8,087 members. i 
luc “In the same period of time, the areas in Africa evangelized by the Church of England 
city have grown to 38 dioceses, organized into four self-governing provinces, with 56 bishops and | 
oon an estimated 2,855,400 baptized members. 
ab “In all of the overseas and extra-continental districts for which the American Episcopal 
ical Church assumes responsibility, we have a total of only 256,000 baptized members. This is | 
the less than three times the number that could be seated in the Pasadena Rose Bowl.” What a 
° frank and wholesome confession this is. I am sure that this marks the beginning of a greater { 
missionary effort on the part of the Episcopal Church than she has known in her entire history. . 
the THE FAITH OF NATIONALISM.—The January 15 bulletin of the Missionary Research 
and Library, contains the following, from an address recently delivered in Washington, D. C., on 
eral “Missions and the New Nationalism” by Dr. R. Pierce Beaver, Professor of Missions at the 
ce. Divinity School in the University of Chicago. Speaking of current nationalism, Dr. Beaver 
Or says, “Its foremost characteristic is a kind of ‘messianic’ quality attributed to the state. The 
state is the savior come to release the people from hunger, poverty, disease, and ignorance. 
ag ... All of the old ills were due to colonial exploitation, it is assumed; and now the free inde- 


pendent state will break all shackles and will lift up the populace to a satisfactory standard 
of living. The nation is of necessity a welfare state . . . Technology is regarded as the means 
to the fulfillment of the goals, and there is an almost blind faith in it at a time when the West 
is being disillusioned about it, although still living by it.” 
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The Crisis in W¥ orld M1ssions 


By Arthur F. Glasser, D.D. 


Director for North America 
China Inland Mission 


6. The Need for Changes in Method 


II. Lessons Asout METHOD 


1. Living in Simplicity—J. Hudson 
Taylor, the revered founder of the 
China Inland Mission, early adopted 
Chinese dress, dwelt in a Chinese-style 
house, and sought by every means to 
live close to the people to whom God 
had sent him. Early the pattern was 
established to adopt, as far as possible, 
the standard of living of the local high 
school teacher. “Minimize the differ- 
ences between yourselves and the peo- 
ple to whom God sends you; eliminate 
all that is unnecessary.” 
such as these became watchwords. 
Many a missionary embraced them 
heartily and sacrificially. And yet did 
we (I speak as one who has lived under 
these conditions in China) live simply 
enough? Were we really close to 
the people? Were we really friendly 
enough, accessible enough, and suffi- 
ciently fluent in language and culture 
to bridge the gulf between Orient and 
Occident? True, the problem is not 
one of location as much as spirit, and 
yet many an ex-China missionary now 
wishes he had lived more like his 
Chinese or tribal colleagues in the work 
of the Lord. The call to Western mis- 
sionaries to live in simplicity overseas 
has never been so loudly sounded as it 
is today. 

2. Recovering mobility—The apos- 
tolic pattern of missionary service in- 
volved mobility. Paul and his “journeys 
oft.” Paul and his cities. Paul and his 
reference to the beautiful “feet of them 
that preach.” Districts were opened 
by itinerant Gospel preaching. Con- 
verts were carefully established in the 
faith. Congregations were organized. 
Then the apostles moved on into new 
areas. Theirs was the technique of 
concentrating on districts by planting 
churches in key cities and towns.. Their 
follow-up programs did not necessitate 
prolonged residence in any one locale. 
They came and went, and by their ab- 
sences created situations that pressed 
their converts to cling the closer to the 
Lord Himself. They produced sturdy 
disciples and vigorous churches. 

Alas that this pattern is so contrary 
to human nature, even at its best. How 
difficult it was for missionaries in China 
to maintain largeness of vision so that 
mobility might be retained as a matter 
of principle aS well as method! So 
many pressures were on them con- 
stantly to settle down, and, however 
unintentionally, to develop the work 
with themselves at the center. This so 
easily led to paternalism and weakness. 
When the exodus from China took 
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Pithy sayings 


Mr. Glasser continues in this article 
his discussion, begun in the previous 
installment, of the reappraisal of 
method, which missionaries in China 
found necessary as a result of the 
Communist take-over. 








place, many an uprooted missionary 
thanked God for the disruption. Many 
prayed that if He were pleased to re- 
commission them to His royal service, 
they would pledge never to lose either 
mobility of action or loyalty to the 
apostolic pattern of a district-wide min- 
istry. 

3. Careful about money.—There is no 
authority in Scripture for the practice 
of employing recent converts as paid 
preachers of the Gospel. And yet this 
was the pattern widely followed by all 
missionary societies for many years in 
China. Since the Chinese have a pro- 
pensity for fixed routines and prece- 
dents, this pattern only began to be 
challenged by nationals and mission- 
aries after a series of chaotic upheavals 
—wars, internments, evacuations, and 
inflation—demonstrated beyond ques- 
tion its glaring weaknesses. Slowly 
there came fo the consciousness of 
Christian leaders the folly of such a 
procedure.t It began to be recognized 
that converts just emerging from spir- 
itual darkness, still surrounded by 
heathen influences, and imperfectly 
emancipated from non-Christian habits, 
should not be recruited for service in 
the church on a monetary basis. 

With the Communist revolution, 
churches and Christians were severely 
tested. There was now a costly price 








The More Excellent Way 
By Florence French 


GYPTIAN gems could not outshine 
The burning bush’s light, 
Nor brilliancy of palaces, 
Pillar of fire by night. 


New manna was more nourishing 
Than Pharaoh’s aged wine; 

The clothing of the wilderness 
Outlasted purple fine. 


‘And when he died there was no pomp 


Nor ceremony grim, 
For lonely Nebo was his grave, 
The angels buried him. 


With Jesus and Elias 
On the mountaintop that day, 
How happy Moses must have been; 
He chose the better way. 


to be paid by all who identified them- 
selves publicly with the cause of Jesus 
Christ. Nominal or weak church mem- 
bers melted away. Even staunch Chris- 
tians felt the pressure and began to 
waver. Those paid workers who had 


been subsidized with foreign funds’ 


were exposed to unusual Communist 
scorn. They were singled out as “run- 
ning dogs of the Imperialists.” This 
public questioning of their essential pa- 
triotism came as a fiery dart from the 
enemy of their souls. How they tried 
to disclaim their past associations with 
the foreign missionaries! Some became 
most pathetic in their sudden and vio- 
lent aversion to those who a few months 
earlier had been their closest associates. 
Such abuse as they heaped on the most 
godly and humble of men! It was in 
these sudden reversals of loyalties that 
the death knell was sounded to all pa- 
ternalism. 

As a result of this harsh China ex- 
perience, new principles, though as old 
as the apostles, were adopted for the 
conduct of church finance. “Do not go 
beyond the life of the local church. If 
a congregation is unable to support a 
pastor, it would be both premature and 
stultifying to spiritual growth to appoint 
a foreign-subsidized man to care for 
them. Make the sole motivation for 
Christian service the constraint of the 
love of Christ. Do not deny the emerg- 
ing church the privilege and blessing 
of looking to God Himself to deepen 
its stewardship and supply its need.” 
No lessons have come more clearly from 
China’s fiery furnace than those relat- 
ing to money, its use and abuse. 

4. Venturesome about technology.— 
This is the day of communication 
through mass media. The printed page, 


the public address system, the motion’ 


picture film, radio, and TV—all can be 
used effectively to proclaim Jesus 
Christ. 

“Literature molds minds,” the Com- 
munist slogan rightly bragged. And 
those of us who were in China under 
Communist occupation would add, “Slo- 
gans, too, painted on every. wall. 
Posters, hanging in every window. Pic- 
tures, displayed in every shop or hall. 
Inexpensive books, for sale in every 
post office. Radios, blaring into every 
street a continuous torrent of music 
and words. Loud _ speakers, filling 
every car on every train with the bland- 
ishments of the New Order.” 

Not that Christians should utilize 
these means that they might compete 
more adequately with Communists. 
They should rather be used because 
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God in His wisdom saw fit to authorize 
their development, that the message of 
His love in Christ might be more widely 
and effectively disseminated to His 
creatures. 

How rebuked we were by the pro- 
found respect the Communists paid the 
human mind. They tackled the enor- 
mous task of indoctrinating the peasant 
classes, with an astonishing conviction 
that untrained minds can master com- 
plicated thoughts, given teachers and 
time. They utilized every available 
means to get out their message.2 

Missionary efforts were appallingly 
modest by contrast. Such limited 
thought-content in their tracts and 
books! Such timid attempts to use the 
newspapers (“advangelism!”) and radio. 
As a result there was a bypassing of 
the crowds, the sheep that never were 
fed. No reflective missionary who went 
through the 1949-1951 “turnover” 
emerged without becoming deeply bur- 
dened about the necessity for using all 
contemporary media for conveying 
ideas, that the despairing millions of 
this generation might be reached with 
the Gospel. 

(To be continued) 





1As early as 1928, the China Inland Mission, 
in full consultation with the national church 
began to cut back its earlier commitments and 
adopted the policy that no new work was to be 
opened on this basis. 


* The writer recalls being called in to a local 
police bureau to translate an operating manual 
of an unusual type of duplicating machine, obvi- 
ously “lifted” from a nearby missionary’s posses- 
sions. Markings on the crate betrayed its origin 
and owners! 
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Freed From “Cancelled Sin” 


In the January 14 issue of THE SuN- 
DAY ScHoot Times under “Practical 
Applications” on page 36, Mr. Tatham 
states that Jesus Christ “breaks the 
power of cancelled sin [instead of 
“reigning sin”). He sets the prisoner 
free.” Now if sin is canceled, what 
would be the need of any breaking 
power? When canceled it has no 
power at all. Your comments will be 
appreciated——A Pennsylvania reader. 


Charles Wesley, the writer of the 
hymn, “Oh, for a thousand tongues to 
sing,” the fourth verse of which con- 
tains the lines that Mr. Tatham quoted, 
originally used the term, “cancelled 
sin,” and it is so found in the Methodist 
Hymnal. The Presbyterian Hymnal 
carries the comment that these words 
have been altered, and there they read, 
“reigning sin.” 

Doubtless Wesley had in mind Colos- 
Sians 2:13 and 14 when he wrote these 
words. Here we read, “And you, being 
dead in your sins and the uncircum- 
cision of your flesh, hath he [God] 
quickened together with him [Christ], 
having forgiven you all trespasses; blot- 
ting out the handwriting of ordinances 


(Continued on page 454) 
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“Husbands, Love Your Wives’ 
By PHILIP E. HOWARD, Jr. 


HINK back to the days when you_ 


were engaged. You held her coat 
for her, and, if you traveled by car, 
you opened the door and helped her 
in. Though it was not really necessary, 
you took her arm as you crossed the 
street, just because you loved to touch 
her. Go back even further than that, 
and think how exceedingly careful you 
were during your courting days to make 
a good impression. You dressed neatly 
and as well as you could, and you were 
careful in your conversation. When 
you had meals in her home you were 
courteous to all the family and very 
correct in your behavior. When you 
were separated, you looked forward 
eagerly to the time when you would be 
together again. You devoured every 
one of her letters and then read them 
over again. And in the early days of 
marriage, how sweet and fresh and won- 
derful it all seemed! 

How is it today? You have been. 
married for five, ten, twenty, thirty 
years, or even longer. Perhaps she has 
borne you several children. You can- 
not recapture the rapturous thrill of 
the engagement or the first weeks of 
marriage. But are you still courteous 
and thoughtful, still anxious to please 
her; or do you just take everything 
for granted, and allow yourself to be 
sullen, short in your words, and even 
boorish? Some men do, both young 
and old. They act as if they thought, 
“Well, now she’s mine and it doesn’t 
make any difference how I act.” This 
ruthless, unforgivable attitude is not, 
unfortunately, limited to non-Chris- 
tians, but is found even among Chris- 
tian men. Who can tell the mental 
anguish that many, many wives endure 
within the privacy of their own four 
walls? What harsh words they hear, 
what bursts of temper they witness, 
and then keep them hidden from the 
public ear and eye! Could the old say- 
ing be true of you that “familiarity 
breeds contempt”? 

Do you enjoy your children, or do 
they continually get on your nerves? 
Of course they have their trying ways, 
coming from the old Adam; but cer- 
tainly they say and do many winsome 
and heart-warming things. Doubtless 
God has made them so that they say 
things in quaint and unusual ways, for 
the amusement, comfort, and diversion 
of their parents in this life that has 
trouble enough. But if you notice only 
their bad points, and generally leave 
all their care and discipline’ to your 
wife, stop and think who was respon- 
sible for them. You were. Think of 
her discomfort for as many times nine 
months as you have children, of her 
labor and travail at their birth, of the 
sleepless nights afterwards, and the 
months and years of constant, careful 
attention she had to give each one. You 
asked your wife to marry you, and 
started the train of circumstances that 
have grown into your home. 


There are some men who make life 
miserable for their wives, and then 
have the gall to quote Scripture: 
“Wives, submit yourselves unto your 
own husbands .. . For the husband is 
the head of the wife...” (Eph. 5; 22, 23). 
But those words are addressed to the 
wives rather than io the husbands. Let 
them read further and take to heart 
this command and Heaven-high stand- 
ard: “Husbands, love your wives, even 
as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it” (v. 25). That is 
work for a lifetime, for which God can 
give the needed grace. 

A Christian husband and wife should 
be a team. There is a story of a newly 
wed groom who asked an irrelevant 
question, and his bride who, under the 
circumstances, gave a very good an- 
swer. “There’s one question I want to 
get settled right away,” said he. “Who 
is to be boss in this family?” She re- 
plied, “You’ll be happier if you don’t 
know.” The Apostle Peter set the 
standard when he said they are “heirs 
together of the grace of life; that your 
prayers be not hindered” (1 Pet. 3:7). 
It is true that the Scripture also says 
that “the husband is the head of the 


wife” (Eph. 5:23); but this is not a- 


license for the husband to be domineer- 
ing and unkind. Couples who really 
put the Lord first in all things will work 
things out together, keeping the right 
balance. The Christian wife who can 
trust her husband will gladly submit to 
his decisions, and he will try to lead 
in a loving and considerate way. His 
attitude should be that which is ex- 
pressed in this old couplet: 

Once my sweetheart, now my wife; 

Once my wife, always my sweetheart. 

Nothing occurs in Scripture: without 
good reason. So it must be with Colos- 
sians 3:19, “Husbands, love your wives, 
and be not bitter against them.” Es- 
pecially is this admonition needed as 
couples grow old. Doubtless many a 
husband has been caused to stop and 
think by a quaint question on the toll 
booth at the Morgantown exit of the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike: “Did you kiss 
your wife this morning?” 

Church weddings are wholesome af- 
fairs, not only for the bride and groom, 
but for the older couples who attend. 
It is a good thing to recall one’s mar- 
riage vows. The husband has said yes 
to this serious question: “Do you sol- 
emnly promise, before God and these 
witnesses, that you will love, honor, 
and cherish her; and that, forsaking all 
others for her alone, you will faithfully 
perform to her all the duties which a 
husband owes to a wife, so long as you 
both shall live?” It is well that he re- 
member this from time to time. 

It is doubtful whether there is any- 
thing finer in English Christian litera- 
ture on the creation of woman than 
Matthew Henry’s comment on Genesis 
2:21, 22: 

(Continued on page 454) 
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THE KinG JAMES VERSION 

Jas. 3:1 My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that 
we shall receive the greater condemnation. 

2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend 
not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to 
bridle the whole body. 

3 Behold, we-put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may 
obey us; and we turn about their whole body. 

4 Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, 
and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about 
with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. 

5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth 
great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kin- 





International Uniform Lesson 





GUARDING THE TONGUE 
Proverbs 6:12-19; 15:1-7; Acts 4; James 1:19, 20, 26; 3; 4:11, 12; printed text, 


James 3:1-12 


Golden Text.—A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up 


anger.—Prov. 15:1 


7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, 
and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of 
mankind: 

8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full 
of deadly poison. 

9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and there- 
with curse we men, which are made after the similitude 
of God. 

10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and curs- 
ing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 

11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet 
water and bitter? 

12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? 
either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water 


dleth! 


6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the 
tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, 
and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire 


_ of hell 


and fresh. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, oqpytienses by Inter- 
national Council of Religious u 


cation. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


PEECH is peculiar to man. No in- 
‘we ferior creature, such as a beast or 
bird, is able to communicate its 
thoughts by means of intelligent words. 
Job once cried, “How forcible are 
right words!” (Job 6:25.) And they 
are forcible. They move every emotion 
of the heart and life. The lover’s words 
woo and awaken love; the politician’s 
words drive men to the polls; the 
judge’s words awaken terror in the 
breast of the shuddering guilty crim- 
inal; the talebearer’s words stir up mis- 
understanding and anger. 

Lying or perverted words are deadly, 
and they are loaded with the dynamite 
of mass destruction. In view of this, 
therefore, how extremely important for 
the Christian to begin each day with 
the fervent prayer, “Set a watch, O 
Lord, before my mouth; keep the door 
of my lips” (Psa. 141:3). 


Verse by Verse 

Jas. 3:1—“My brethren, be not many 
masters, knowing that. we shall receive 
the greater condemnation.” The word 
“masters” is really “teachers” (see 
A.S.V.), and the word of caution here 
is directed against a mere fleshly am- 
bition to be recognized in religious cir- 
cles. It is a most solemn responsibility 
to take the place of a spiritual leader, 
for the hearers are always influenced 
by such, either for blessing or for evil. 
Hence, the divine judgment is accord- 
ing to the position that is assumed, and 
the instruction given. 


Verse 2.—“For in many things we of- 
fend all. If any man offend not in 
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‘outrageously. 


represent, 


word, the same is a perfect man, and 
able also to bridle the whole body.” 
Every one of us stumbles and makes 
blunders at times. If, however, one 
can control his tongue, he is in the per- 
fect position to control every mood and 
temper of his personality. This, there- 
fore, is the master switch of the whole 
panel. 

Verse 3.—“Behold, we put bits in the 


horses’ mouths, that they may obey us; 


and we turn about their whole body.” 
A bit is but a small piece of metal, but 
when in the horse’s mouth and con- 
trolled by the driver, the whole animal 
is under control. This is true even 
though the animal’s strength is far su- 
perior to the driver’s. 

Verse 4.—“Behold also the ships... 
so great ... yet are they turned about 
with a very small helm, whithersoever 
the governor listeth.” The pilot con- 
trols and directs his vessel at will by 
means of a small rudder, even though 
the sea is rough and the winds are wild. 


Verse 5.—“Even so the tongue... 
boasteth great things. Behold, how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth!” 
Just as it takes only a small fire or even 
a spark to set ablaze a whole forest, 
so one small wagging tongue can brag 
It can deny, corrupt, or 
color the truth. It can distort and mis- 
doing irreparable damage 
among one’s fellows. 


Verse 6.—“And the tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity .. . it defileth the 
whole body, and setteth on fire the 
course of nature; and it is set on fire 
of hell.” This is indeed strong language. 
It is not too strong, however, for it 
vividly and accurately describes the 
full unleashing of a violent temper. It 
is an explosion of passion, and this 





often leads to acts of horrible violence. 
Many a murder has been committed in 
the white heat of passion that never 
would have been perpetrated had self- 
control prevailed, and had reason not 
been temporarily put aside. 

Verse 7.—“For every kind of beasts, 
and of birds, and of serpents, and of 
things in the sea, is tamed, and hath 
been tamed of mankind.” In the realm 
of nature all species and varieties of 
creatures have been tamed. Many a 
city zoo and aquarium provides demon- 
strations of this truth. 

Verse 8—“But the tongue can no 
man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of 
deadly poison.” This statement ties in 
perfectly with Paul’s charge that the 
throat of the natural man is an open 
sepulchre, that the tongue traffics in 
deceit, and “the poison of asps is under 
the lips” (Rom. 3:13). The tongue is 
untameable by human means; it is both 
restless and venomous. If uncontrolled, 
it will, like a volcano, spew forth fiery, 
death-dealing verbal lava. 

Verse 9.—“Therewith bless we God, 
even the Father; and therewith curse 
we men, which are made after the si- 
militude of God.” Despite the deforming 
and debasing effects of sin, man still 
bears the likeness of God. Man is still 
unique among His creatures. If we 
curse man, we, therefore, indirectly 
curse the God who made him. 

Verse 10—“Out of the same mouth 
proceedeth blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not so to 
be.” The tongue that indulges in such 
double talk is guilty of the grossest 
inconsistency. Such an output should 


have no place whatever in the Chris- | 


tian’s life. 
Verse 11—“Doth a fountain send 
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forth at the same place sweet water 
and bitter?” The obvious answer to 
this question is No. - 

Verse 12—“Can the fig tree, my 
brethren, bear olive berries? either a 
vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield 
salt water and fresh.” Nature is always 
consistent with itself. No tree, vine, 
or spring behaves like some human 
tongues! 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It is most significant that God meas- 
ures spiritual maturity, not by ideas, 
attitudes, or deeds, but rather by words. 
This is His criterion for true maturity. 
Everything else will be adjusted in ac- 
cordance with his control of the tongue. 

Of course, there has been only One 
who has fully and completely qualified, 
and this was “the man Christ Jesus” 
(1 Tim. 2:5). Never once did He use a 
wrong word. Never once did He re- 
call an expression or offer the slightest 
apology. The simple reason for this 
was because He never once had a wrong 
thought; for, after all, words are but 
the clothing of thought. And His 
thoughts were ever divinely perfect. 
On the occasion of our Lord’s first pub- 
lic utterance—the address in the Naz- 
areth synagogue—His hearers “won- 
dered at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of his mouth” (Luke 4: 
22). And later on, in Jerusalem, the 
Jewish police who had been sent to 
arrest Him, returned empty-handed. To 
their superiors they excused their fail- 
ure by confessing, “Never man spake 
like this man” (John 7:46). 

But we, as His followers, are expected 
to manifest His graces before an unbe- 
lieving world. Our tongues are to be 
used for His glory, and for the advance- 
ment of His testimony. It has been 
often remarked that the world does 
not read the Gospel by Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John, but they do read the 
Gospel according to you and me. They 
form their impressions of God and of 


Christ by the language we use, and the * 


works we perform. The servants of sin 
and of Satan proclaim and advertise 
their master by the words that issue 
from their lips. We do not have to be 
long in the presence of the ungodly 
before we learn the true condition of 
their hearts. Likewise, the virile and 
happy Christian will not be long in 
expressing by his language the identity 
and glory of his Master. 

We cannot, however, do this in our 
own strength. Even the _ believer’s 
tongue is unpredictable and unruly. It 
can run along wildly and do tremen- 
dous damage unless tightly controlled. 
But such control demands a resident 
bower that is greater than he possesses 
within the scope of his own resources. 
This is exactly where the enablement 
of the indwelling Holy Spirit comes in. 
As he confesses his own impotence, 
and turns over his tongue to Him, his 
Mouth will become the instrument of 
glorifying “God, even the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (see Rom. 15:6). 


Topics for Development 


When Good Men Used Wrong Words. 
W many prominent men of the Bible 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. June 11.—Two Views of Life. 
Ecclesiastes 1:12; 12; 2 Timothy 4:6-8 
Next Week’s Lesson 


13. June 25.—The Fruits of Faith. 
James 1:21, 22; 2; 5; Galatians 5:22-25 








can you recall who at times used their 
tongues wrongly? 

First of all, we may think of Moses. 
Though the meekest of men (see Num. 
12:3), yet “he spake unadvisedly with 
his lips” (Psa. 106:33). Provoked and 
aggravated by the grumblings of Israel, 
he lost control of his temper and lashed 
out against God’s people, denouncing 
them as “rebels.” Moreover, he and 
his brother Aaron assumed credit for 
the miraculous supply of water when 
he used the pronoun “we”: “Must we 
fetch you water out of this rock?” (See 
Num. 20:1-11.) This was a ‘serious 
breach, and the consequences were far- 
reaching. 

Then, too, there were James and John, 
honored apostles of Christ. These two 
“sons of thunder” (see Mark 3:17) on 
one occasion were so upset by the per- 
emptory refusal of the Samaritans to 
receive Jesus Christ into one of their 
villages that they requested permission 
to call down fire from Heaven to con- 
sume them! They were apparently furi- 
ous over the insult, and would have 
gone all out to make certain that it 
was never repeated! However, the Lord 
reproved their tempers and their vio- 
lent suggestions. He had come to save 
men, not to destroy them (see Luke 
9: 51-56). 

Even the great Apostle Paul failed to 
guard his tongue on one notable oc- 
casion. As he began his defense be- 
fore the Jewish council in Jerusalem 
one day, he was suddenly slapped on 
the face by one of the attendants. 
Stopping suddenly in his remarks, he 
rebuked the official with the sharp re- 
tort, “God shall smite thee, thou whited 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT is the effect of the soft an- 
swer? 

2. What is God’s attitude toward the 
sowing of discord among brethren? 

3. According to James, in what are 
we to be slow? 

4. In what are we to be swift? 

5. According to James, what effect 
does an unbridled tongue have upon 
religion? 

6. Why should we be cautious about 
assuming the position of masters, or 
teachers? 

7. What is God’s standard of per- 
fection, or maturity? 

8. Who alone never once offended 
in word? 

9. What Old Testament character 
“spake unadvisedly with his lips”? 

10. Why is it so serious to criticize 
and condemn our brethren? 


(Answers on page 450) 


= TIDWELL BIBLE LIBRARY @) 445 









wall:” On learning, however, that he 
was so speaking to the official high 
priest, he apologized, for he confessed 
to ignorance as to the man’s identity 
(see Acts 23:1-5). 

From these Bible examples we see 
that great and godly men sometimes 
failed to control the “unruly” member 
(Jas. 3:8), and that sorrow inevitably 
ensued. On the other hand, these men 
also yielded their tongues to God the 
Spirit, and their words have brought 
infinite blessing to myriads down 
through the centuries. 

Yielded to the flesh, the human 
tongue can do irreparable damage. But 
yielded to the indwelling Spirit, it can 
be a source of untold blessing. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The deadly danger of an uncontrolled 
tongue (Prov. 6: 12-19) 

2. The uses and abuses of the tongue 
(Prov. 15:1-7; Acts 4) 

3. The importance of tongue control 
(Jas. 1:19, 20, 26; 3; 4:11, 12) 


Practical Applications 


Inasmuch as words determine actions, 
how careful must be the language of 
all who engage in any form of public 
Christian service. The utterances of 
the Christian worker are often very 
influential and far-reaching. For this 
reason, the Sunday school teacher oc- 
cupies a position of strategic impor- 
tance. And we have already noticed 
that the higher the position assumed, 
the greater the accountability (see Jas. 
3:1). 

Sometimes we who teach in spiritual 
things allow our tongues to be used in 
criticism of fellow workers. But it is 
against this very tendency that James 
warns, declaring that to do so is to 
stand in judgment. on the holy law of 
God. In fact, it is even more serious 
than that: it is to pass sentence upon 
the very Law-giver Himself! (See Jas. 
4:11, 12.) 

In view, therefore, of the gravity of 
this, we must curb these critical tongues 
of ours. Let us learn to speak well of 
one another, as fellow workers unto 
the Kingdom of God. And as we rise 
each morning to face the new day may 
we breathe the prayer of David, “Let 
the words of my mouth, and the med- 
itation of my heart, be acceptable in 
thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my 
redeemer” (Psa. 19:14). 


Golden Text 

Proverbs 15:1—“A soft answer turn- 
eth away wrath: but grievous words 
stir up anger.” Explosions of emotion 
and passion can be created or avoided 
by the action of the tongue. The soft 
answer is the proper antidote for anger. 
But harsh, intemperate language often 
provides the spark that ignites a raging 
fire. The modern rabble rouser who 
can whip a mob into a frenzy demon- 
strates this. 
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It is dangerous fighting against those 
who have God with them—Matthew 
Henry. 


eae mane seen i 


Seer reat eg ener ae eee 


i 
t 
























From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuGGESTED HYMNS 
“JT Will Sing of My Redeemer” 


“Take the Name of Jesus With You” 
“I Need Thee Every Hour” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 


our Father, from whom come our 
powers of thought and speech, bless our 
study of this lesson that we may learn 
to discipline both thought and talk. We 
thank Thee for all good words we have 
read or heard, all that has enlightened, 
uplifted, purified, inspired, comforted, 
or. cheered us. Help us to hide Thy 
Word in our hearts that we may not 
sin against Thee, but may trust and 
serve Thee as we ought. So may we 
be able to speak wholesome things to 
the blessing of many. Forgive us the 
wrong things we have said or done. 
Help us not to offend in word or deed. 
Spread the great, good news of the 
Saviour in all the earth, and may the 
Gospel’s power to save be marvelously 
shown among all people in our time. 
Comfost the sorrowing, heal the sick, 
guide the perplexed and those misled, 
and free the slaves of sin and Satan. 
Bring- to its complete triumph the King- 
dom of Thy Son, and make us all His 
faithful followers. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We have read to- 
day the chiding words of James, “Out 
of the same mouth proceedeth blessing 
and cursing. My brethren, these things 
ought not so to be” (Jas. 3:10). An 
ancient king of Egypt once sent a sac- 
rificial animal to a wise man asking 


GOOD 


him to return the best part and the 
worst. The wise man sent back, the 
tongue to suggest that it is the instru- 
ment of the best and the worst in man. 
Think of the inflammatory speeches of 
Hitler and the immense evil they pro- 
duced! Then think of the inspiring 
words of Churchill, calling his people to 
“blood, toil, tears and sweat” in resist- 
ing a wicked tyranny and gaining a 
magnificent response! We move in 
much smaller circles than Hitler or 
Churchill, yet in our little circle of in- 
fluence we can do great harm or great 
good by our speech. We may do harm 
by gossip, ridicule, or slander. We may 
besmirch younger lives by a fiow of 
profane or unclean talk. We may blaze 
forth in bitter anger and leave wounds 
that may never heal. But, under God’s 
control, our tongue may be used to con- 
vert the sinful, comfort the sorrowful, 
cheer the downcast, enlighten the ig- 
norant, and be a source of countless 
blessings. 
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We should often pray the prayer of 
the Psalmist, “Keep the door of my 
lips” (Psa. 141:3). We should also re- 
member God’s call that we “keep [our] 

. . heart with all diligence” (Prov. 4: 
23). Christ said: “Out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh” 
(Matt. 12:34). To spéak only true, good, 
and wholesome words we must have a 
heart full of what is good. We must let 
the Word of Christ dwell in us richly. 
We must think only on things true, 
honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good 
report. We must have the Holy Spirit 
living within. “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit 
within me” (Psa. 51:10). 


OcEAN Park, B. C., Can. r 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we have the last story in the 

book, The Wrong Road, and we learn 
No. 10 on the Scripture Catechism card: 
Question, “Give a Bible prayer asking 
for sins to be washed away.” Answer, 
“Wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow” (Psa. 51:7). 

Most of us commit more sins of the 
tongue than of any other kind. There 
are two ways we can sin with our 
tongues: (1) Saying things that we 
should not say; (2) Failing to say 
things that we should say. 

In the directions that come with one 
brand of fountain pen, are these words, 
“When this pen runs too freely, it is a 
sign that it is nearly empty.” What 
does this suggest about the mind of 
someone whose tongue runs too freely? 

Proverbs 10:19 says, “In the multitude 
of words there wanteth not sin.” If 
we allow our tongues to run on uncon- 
trolled, they are sure to say some wrong 
things. A man who had spread some 
gossip was told to drop a feather by 
the door of every house in his village. 
Then he was told to go and gather 
them all up again. Of course this was 
impossible as many of them had been 
blown away. He was told to do this to 
show him that words are easily dropped. 
But no matter how hard you try, you 
can never get them back again. 

Turn to Proverbs 6:16-19. Out of the 
seven things listed here that the Lord 
hates, three are concerned with our 
words: “A lying tongue ... a false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he that 
soweth discord among brethren.” We 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“If we be dead with him, we 
shall also live with him: if we 
suffer, we shall also reign with 
him” (2 Tim. 2:11, 12). 




















should never let our tongues say any. y 


thing that the Lord hates. 

A young fellow said to a. Christian 
worker, “It’s all right for me to learn 
the art of self-defense, isn’t it?” 

“Yes, indeed,” said the Christian 
worker, “I learned the Solomon method 
years ago, and have found it excellent.” 

“The Solomon method!” exclaimed 
the youth, “I never heard of that.” 

“You'll find it in Proverbs 15:1,” said 
the Christian. 

Let us read it now. Often a ‘genta 
reply will calm an angry person, and 
sooner or later give the Christian an 
opportunity to witness for his Lord, 
Read the next three verses. Here it 
is suggested, not that the most godly 
people are the most silent, but that 
God’s children are to speak words of 
wisdom and words of life. Satan’s peo- 
ple speak grievous words or pour out 
foolishness. We should not even listen 
to wrong things if we can possibly help 
it. I know a Christian girl who stopped 
undesirable gossip by saying to the 
speaker. “Would you be kind enough 
to hear me say my Bible Memory 
Verses? It’s hard to find someone with 
enough time to check if'I’m accurate,” 

Our next Scripture is James 3:1-12, 
This passage shows how important the 
tongue is. It can do a great deal of 
harm, yet it can be used of God to 
bring eternal blessing to others. 

God’s Word especially warns against 
untruthful words, unkind words, bad 
language, and swearing. Tongues speak- 
ing words such as these are “full of 
deadly poison,” defiling those who speak 
them and all who hear them. 

On the other hand, “Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). We have been 
given a privilege the angels might covet, 
the opportunity to tell the Gospel mes- 
sage to the unsaved. 

Turn to Acts 4:20. Here Peter and 
John said, “We cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard.” 
In verse 29 they prayed that they might 
speak the Word of God with boldness. 
In verse 31 we find that God immedi- 
ately answered this prayer, and in verse 
33, it says that they witnessed with 
great power” of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus.” Wouldn't it be wonderful 
if each of us would tell someone else 
about our Saviour this week? 

A young man found he had cancer 
of the tongue. The doctor told him 
that only by removing the tongue could 
his life be saved. Before the operation, 
the doctor said, “If there is anything 
you want to say, say it now, for these 
will be the last words you ever speak!” 
After thinking a minute; the young 
man exclaimed, “Thank God for Jesus 
Christ!” What lovely last words! 

We do not know when we will speak 
our last words on earth. But all the 
words we say are important. When we 
pray, “Set a watch, O Lord, before my” 
mouth; keep the door of my lips,” let u8 
remember that we are not only praying 
to be kept from saying sinful words, 
but also asking that we might say 
something for the One who died for % 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 

Temper Controlled——A soft answer 
turneth away wrath: but grievous 
words stir up anger (Prov. 15:1, Golden 
Text). A preacher boarded a crowded 
streetcar with his Bible under his arm. 
At once sneering remarks began to be 
made by a group of rough, young fel- 
lows. These remarks kept up, and 
when the minister was leaving the car, 
to the amusement of his companions, 
one youth said, “Say, mister, how far 
is it to Heaven?” Many a Christian 
might have kept quiet or have resented 
the insult; but the preacher, with a 
quiet dignity and with all gentleness, 
replied, “It is only a step; will you take 
it now?” This reply and the influence 
of the preacher keeping his temper 
under control amid provoking circum- 
stances were later the means of bring- 
ing that young man to the Saviour.— 
From Tom: M. Olson in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Only a Word.—If any man offend not 
in word, the same is a perfect man, 
and able also to bridle the whole body 
(Jas. 3:2). 


Only a word of anger 
But it wounded one sensitive heart; 
Only a word of sharp reproach, 
But it made the teardrops start; 
Only a hasty, thou ~_ word, 
Sarcastic and un 
But it darkened the i before so bright 
And left a sting behind. 


Only a word of kindness, 
But it lightened one heart of grief; 
Only a word of sympa 
But it brought one sou relief; 
Only a word of gentle cheer, 
But it flooded with radiant light 
The pathway that seemed so dark before, 
And it made the day more bright. 


Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. Prize illustration. 


Like a Match.—Behold how great a 
matter a little fire kindleth (Jas. 3:5). 
The fire kindled by words may be a 
good and beneficial fire. C. H. Spur- 
Seon in the Preface to the original 
edition of Morning by Morning wrote, 
“Possibly a hint here given may serve 
as a match to set fire to a preacher’s 
Soul, and that heart on a blaze may 
Warm and gladden hundreds. Amen, 
and the Lord our God say so too.”— 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


High Explosive.—The tongue is a fire 
(Jas. 3:6). A woman told the late 
Billy Sunday that she had a bad tem- 
Per, but that it was over in a minute. 
“So is a shot gun, but it blows every- 
thing to pieces,” was the evangelist’s 
Teply.—Sent by J. B. Dengis, Hamilton, 
Ont., Can. 
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Shattered Heart.—The tongue ... is 
an unruly evil, full of deadly poison 
(Jas. 3:8). A certain nobleman, pay- 
ing a visit to the famous pottery works 
of Josiah Wedgwood, was given a boy 
of fifteen as his guide, and at first 
shocked, but afterwards amused the 
boy by his bad language and his scoff- 
ing at sacred things. Mr. Wedgwood, 
who was following, was hotly indignant, 
and when the nobleman returned to the 
office, he picked up a vase of rare 
workmanship, and began to point its 
beauties and to describe how carefully 
and wonderfully it had been made. The 
nobleman was charmed and held out his 
hand to receive the vase, but as Mr. 
Wedgwood was handing it to him he 
let it fall, and it lay shattered in a 
hundred pieces. The nobleman was 
angry, and reproached his host for hav- 
ing destroyed the beautiful vase he had 
so much wanted to possess, but the 
potter replied: “My lord, there are 
things more precious than any vase— 
things which once ruined can never be 
restored. I can make another vase like 
this for you, but you can never give 
back to the boy who has just left us 
the pure heart which you have de- 
stroyed by making light of sacred 
things, and by using impure words.”— 
From The Methodist Recorder. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn 
Bay, N. Wales, Eng. 


Watch Your Words.—Therewith bless 
we God, even the Father; and there- 
with curse we men, which are made 
after the similitude of God (Jas. 3:9). 
Playing handball in a Y. M. C. A,, 
where the language of the players is 
expected to be decent and wholesome, 
an advertising man of New York City, 
Edward L. Wertheim, was shocked one 
day at the profanity he heard. Mr. 
Wertheim also happened to be a Chris- 
tian businessman and a Bible-school 
teacher of eighteen young men. This 
experience at the “Y” made him de- 
cide to do something about it himself. 
He had an artist design six posters illus- 
trating a few of the facts of swearing. 
They are direct and simple statements 
as: “Swearing is just the  bluster- 
ing of a bully!” “Swearing shows up 
the limitation of your vocabulary .. .” 
“Swearing is conversation’s cesspool!” 
“Swearing is the crutch of conver- 
sational cripples...” “Swearing is lip 
filth,” and “Swearing tears down good 
will toward you...” On each poster 
the slogan, “Watch your words!” is 
printed. They have been used in 300 
Y. M. C. A.’s in and around New York 
City. Publications in the religious field 
have urged the use of such an idea, 
and recently “Printer’s Ink,” the weekly 
magazine of advertising, management, 
and sales has recommended the posters 
to business firms, as they are becoming 
alarmed at the widespread use of pro- 
fanity among their employees. This 
man has a sense of social responsibility. 
—From Earnest Worker. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Drowned by a Flippant Word.—Out 
of the same mouth proceedeth blessing 
and cursing. My brethren, these things 











ought not so to be (Jas. 3:10). Speak- 
ing at the Keswick Convention, Wilbur 
Smith said: “I remember a great scholar 
from these shores coming to our coun- 
try once; his books are in my library, 
and in yours, too. He was at a lunch 
where I was, and he told a story which 
was crude and coarse, and I can never 
take down a book of his without think- 
ing of that story which was corrupt.” 
Sometimes the voice of the Holy Spirit 
has been drowned by a flippant word 
spoken by someone—From Gordon 
Chilvers, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 

















The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“My brethren, be not many masters [or 
teachers)” (Jas. 3:1).—These words are 
not to be interpreted as meaning ‘there 
were too many Spirit-filled, God-given 
teachers in the Church at that time. 
But there were those who were “de- 
siring to be teachers of the law” (1 Tim. 
1:7), who were “[self-constituted cen- 
sors and reprovers of others]” (Jas. 3: 
1, Amplified Version) who needed this 
warning. 

If one poses as a teacher, he will be 
judged as such—and that very strictly! 
A teacher will be more severely judged 
than a disciple. 

“It is a good teacher that follows his 
own instructions: I can easier teach 
twenty what were good to be done, 
than to be one of the twenty to follow 
my own teachings” (Shakespeare). See 
how Paul, in Romans 2, solemnly and 
severely warns those who teach others 
but who do not teach themselves. 

“For in many things we offend all” 
(Jas. 3:2).—“Admittedly, there is no 
perfection even among the choicest of 
God’s children. In many things we all 
stumble. If one could be found who 
was never guilty of a slip of the tongue, 
who never uttered a faulty expression, 
nor gave vent to an idle or vain word, 
he would be a thoroughly mature, well 
balanced man—perfect as to his be- 
havior and able to hold in restraint 
every unholy propensity, for there is 
no part of the body so difficult to con- 
trol as the tongue” (Dr. H. A. Ironside 
in Notes on James and Peter, Loizeaux 
Bros., New York 10). 

Dr. McLean tells how he was rebuked 
and humbled on a certain occasion when 
he repeated a grave matter he had 
heard to a friend. His friend opened 
his Bible to Deuteronomy 13:12, 14 and 
read, “If thou shalt hear say ... then 
shalt thou enquire, and make search, 
and ask diligently; and, behold, if it 
be truth, and the thing certain, that 
such abomination is wrought among 
a areas 

Then his friend turned quickly to 
him and asked: “Have you, dear brother, 
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And After 


ARMAGEDDON 
What? 


Armageddon may be even now on the 
horizon. Read carefully Revelation 7 
and you will recall the 144,000 of the 
twelve tribes of Israel who spring up to 
evangelize the remaining peoples of the 
world, each a mighty Paul in spirit. 
These are all Jewish; the Holy Spirit 
even puts down the names of the 
tribes: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Joseph, 
Benjamin, etc. 


These 144,000 will testify to the soon 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 
soon establishment of that Kingdom 
which shall never be destroyed. They 
will even be martyred for their testi- 
mony. How we wish that we had the 
voice of a thousand trumpets to sound 
the transcendant importance to our 
churches of evangelizing Israel] now! 
There is not a moment to lose! 


Give Israel the Gospel Torch 


It is to this task of Gospelizing the Jews that 
we are committed. We are traveling together 
—you to whom God also has given these vi- 
sions and we of the American Board of Mis- 
sions to the Jews as your servants, as the 
agency through which you can operate. Let 
us advance together in discharging faithfully 
the duty put upon us by the inescapable chal- 
lenge of obedience to His will. What a privi- 
lege is such a calling at a time like this! It is 
later than we think! And sooner than we 
think we shall hear the shout from the heavens 
above and shall be taken up away from the 
judgments that will then be poured out upon 
this earth with unrelenting fury because God’s 
patience will have been fully exhausted. Are 
you with us? Your fellowship in this work 
of God’s urgency will qualify you for the 
blessed promise of Genesis 12:3. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 


TO THE JEWS, INC. 
236 W. 72nd St., Dept.6, New York 23, N. Y. 
In Canada: 

39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont. 
God bless you in your stirring work of 
evangelizing Israel in which I join with the 
enclosed offering of $................... 
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may please send me your monthly magazine | 
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enquired, made search, and asked dili- 
gently about the truth of the story? 

Dr. McLean says he could only ac- 
knowledge regretfully that he had not 
fulfilled one of the conditions (Watch- 
man-Examiner). 


“Behold, we put bits in the horses’ 
mouths” (Jas. 3:3).—This portion of 
the passage abounds in pictures and 
figures. See the strong, spirited horse 
turned about by the bit! See the great 
ocean liner buffeted by stormy winds, 
yet turned by a small rudder! See the 
vast forest set aflame by a small spark! 
See every species of beasts and of birds, 
both creeping things, and of sea ani- 
mals, all tamed by man; but the same 
man unable to tame his tongue! 


“The boneless tongue, so small and weak, 
Can crush and ” declares the Greek. 
“The tongue destroys a greater horde,” 
The Turk asserts, “Than does the sword.” 
The Persian _Broverb wisely saith, 
“A len e—an early death!” 
Or, som bs takes this form instead, 
“Don’t let gee tongue cut off your head.” 
“The nee oat = @ word whose speed, - 
hinese, “outstrips the steeds.’ 
The Arab sages said in part, 
e’s great storehouse le ~ heart.” 
From Hebrew was this maxim sp 
“Thy feet should slip, ne’er let >e "tongue. og 
The sacred writer crowns the whole, 
“Who keeps his tongue doth keep his soul.” 
Are we using our tongues—our power 
of speech—to bless God the Father? 
That is the highest or noblest use of 
the tongue. Surely God is worthy of 
our praise for what He is in Himself; 
and for manifesting His great love in 
the gift of His beloved Son, “who was 
delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification” (Rom. 
4:25). 
Every Christian should say with the 
Psalmist: “I will bless the Lord at all 
times: his praise shall continually be 


in my mouth” (Psa. 34:1). 


“. . . and therewith curse we men” 
(Jas. 3:9).—To do that is to abuse the 
power of speech! It calls for the just 
judgment of God. When Moses said: 
“Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch 
you water out of this rock?” (Num. 
20:10), “he spake unadvisedly with his 
lips” (Psa. 106:33). He forfeited his life 
and lost the privilege of leading Israel 
across the Jordan into their inheritance. 
He could prove that the people were 
rebels, but he had no right to call them 
that. 

Dr. A. B. Simpson said: “I would 
rather play with the forked lightning, 
or take in my hands living wires with 
their fiery currents, than speak a reck- 
less word against any servant of Christ, 
or idly repeat the slanderous darts 
which thousands of Christians are hurl- 
ing on others to the hurt of their own 
souls and bodies.” 


“A soft answer turneth away wrath 

. .” (Prov. 15:1).—For examples, see 
Genesis 33:11; Numbers 10: 16-20; Joshua 
22: 15-31; Judges 8: 1-3. 


Wawona, CaLir. 
we 


We find very few who serve God for 


* His own sake, and do not regard com- 


fort, nor joy, nor divine gifts in time 
or eternity, but God alone, and no ob- 
ject besides.—John Tauler. 








For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Tongue To Control 
(Jas. 3:3-5, 9) 

HAVE put up pictures of four quite 

large things (horse, preferably with 
rider; ship; burning house or forest 
fire; child of Junior age). Have you 
ever ridden or tried to ride a horse? 
How do you “steer” a horse? Just a 
little thing—a bit—in his mouth makes 
him turn his whole body, left or right, 
the way you want to go. Have you 
ever seen how a boat or ship is steered? 
Just that little wheel—the helm—can 
turn the whole boat around. A little 
part, but how important it is for it to 
be turned the right way! You might 
be shipwrecked, or land in Australia 
instead of where you want to go! Here 
is a raging fire that the firemen cannot 
stop. How did the big fire start? Just 
a tiny flame from a match with which 
a child was playing! And here is a 
picture of a -boy (or girl) like you 
There is something very small about 
him—you cannot even see it in this 
picture—but it is so important for his 
whole life! What is it? His tongue! 

Did your tongue ever get the whole 
of you in trouble? Did it ever bring 
you praise and honor? Does it some- 
times say things you wish it did not? 

Our Bible friend, James, who told us 
about being brave and asking God's 
help in our troubles and temptations, 
has something to say about horses, ships, 
fire, and tongues. Tom, read about the 
horses, Sally about the ships, Ronald 
about the fire, and Jean about the 
tongue (Jas. 3:3-5). Then he goes on to 


say, “The tongue is a fire.” So hard 
to stop! “The tongue... is... full of 
deadly poison.” Such awful “kill- 
ing” things it can say! “The tongue 


can no man tame,” even though lions 
and snakes can be tamed. Did you 
ever know of a mother trying to tame 
a boy’s tongue by washing his mouth 
out with soap and water? Did it work? 
Did you ever know of a father trying to 
tame his child’s tongue by giving him 
a whipping? Did you ever know a boy 
or girl who planned never to tell an- 
other lie, but later another lie popped 
out again? 

Now, all together, read what James 
says happens with even the tongues of 
Christians (v. 9). I wonder—does that 
happen to you with your tongue? Here 
at Sunday school you sing songs of 
praise to God, you “bless” Him. You 
may even pray to Him with that tongue 
of yours forming the words. But be- 
fore the day is over, what mean things 
has it—have you—said to a younger 
brother who annoyed you? or saucy 
words to your mother? Whenever you 


call another person a mean name, you 
are “cursing” him. James says— (read: 
He says fountains d0 
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You are invited 
to preview a Brand-New 


PRIMARY COURSE 


This wonderful new way to teach the Bible to Primaries 
starts October 1... but you can examine all materials now. 


This completely new Primary Sunday School Course gives teachers greater 
Satisfaction... makes Bible learning more interesting for your pupils Of- 
fers all these exciting new features: 


FRESH, APPEALING NEW CONTENT:.. . best-organized teacher’s book you’ve 
ever seen, with a remarkably simple six-step lesson plan ...new Color ’N 
Do Activity Packets provide practical, lesson-related handwork that 6-to-8’s 
love...colorful visual aids that make learning more fun...newly im- 
proved student quarterly and take- home paper... plus an entirely new 3- 
year curriculum. 


UNIQUE NEW “PARALLEL GRADING” PLAN gives teachers suggestions in 
each lesson for older and younger Primaries, allows for differences such as 
reading ability and handwork skills. 

Send for your FREE Lesson Evaluation Portfolio of this new Primary 
Course ... get samples of the teacher’s book, pupil’s quarterly, take-home 
paper, new visual aids and handwork ... plus a helpful “Growing Years” 
booklet about Primaries. Mail coupon below. 


° PUBLISHING COMPANY 
David C. Cook it, ELGIN, ILLINOIS 


Mm kt GR.S.V.P. MAIL COUPON BELOW Si i a a 


To: David C. Cook Publishing Company, 850 N. Grove Ave., Elgin, Ill. 1 Dept. 6-4 SST 


Please send me FREE, the complete Lesson Evaluation Portfolio for your new 
Primary Course...with all the samples and information described. 








City. Zone. State or Province. 








Check: [] Teacher [) Supt. [ Gen, Supt. [] Ch. Ed. Dir. [) Pastor 


Department. Full Church Name. 








You may also take this coupon to your local Christian Bookstore 











AapOLOGetics 


Goliath defied the Lord and laughed 
at David’s weapons. He did not reckon 
with a God-guided missile. Biblical 
apologetics needs David’s foolhardy 
faith. We must go forth in the name 
of the Lord to meet the wisdom of the 
world with the folly of the cross. Only 
Christ, the power and wisdom of God, 
can make captive the modern mind. 


Cornelius Van Til, Th.M., Ph. D. 


The artist commis- 
sioned to paint Dr. Van 
Til’s portrait caught a 
warm and informal 
image: the Presiding 
Fellow of the seminary 
faculty stands before a 
blackboard full of cir- 
cles, grids and jottings, 
the chalk trail of a lec- : 
ture in flight. The Defense of the Faith, one 
of his recent books, is an apt title for his 
ministry. His detailed grasp of current theol- 
ogy serves a crusade for biblical apologetics. 


Robert D. Knudsen, $.T.M., Ph. D. 


“The Fate of Freedom in 
Modern Philosophy” is 
the intriguing shject 
of one of Dr. Knudsen’s 
graduate electives on 
contemporary themes. 
His degrees from Union 
Theological Seminary, 
N. Y., and the Free 
University, Amsterdam, 
furnish strong background for his analysis of 
the crucial dialogues of our times. He is at 
home in the biblical languages and widely read 
in German philosophy and French existentialism. 








Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 
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not give out both good water to drink 
and salt water. Fig trees do not bear 
both figs and olives. So if a tongue is 
saying both good things and bad things, 
maybe it is not really Christian after 
all! God’s Holy Spirit living in a boy 
or girl is the only one who can really 
tame that tongue! Will you let Him 
help you with yours? “O Lord, open 
thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew 
forth thy praise” (Psa. 51:15, Mem- 
ory Verse). David had a prayer about 
the bad words, too: “Set a watch, O 
Lord, before my mouth; keep the door 
of my lips” (141:3). Solomon’s advice 
can help, too: “A soft answer turneth 
away wrath: but grievous words stir 
up anger” (Prov. 15:1, Golden Text). 
Also, in 16:32, you could put “tongue” 
in place of “spirit”; 6:16-19 describes 
three things that God hates, concerned 
with the tongue. 
Orono, MAINE. 


v 


This Week's Questions Answered 

(The questions are on page 445) 
. It turns away wrath. 
. He hates it (see Prov. 6:16, 19). 
. “Slow to speak” (see Jas. 1:19). 
. “Swift to hear” (see Jas. 1:19). 
. It is vain (Jas. 1:26). 

6. Judgment is according to the po- 
sition assumed. 

7. The complete control of the tongue 
(see Jas. 3:2). 

8. The Lord Jesus Christ. 

9. Moses (see Psa. 106: 33). 

10. In criticizing them we criticize 
the supreme Judge Himself. 

NorTH PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 18 


3. One Spirit and Guide 
(John 16:1-13) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
HE third topic in the series on 
“Foundation Facts” of the Christian 


_faith concerns the Third Person of the 


Trinity, the Holy Spirit. It may seem 
almost unnecessary to emphasize the 
fact that, like the Father and the Son, 
the Holy Spirit is a distinct person. 
Yet many Christians think of Him or 
speak of Him merely as an influence. 
A careful examination of what the 
Scriptures say about the Holy Spirit, 
however, proves clearly that He is a 
person. He (1) shared in the Creation 





(Gen. 1:2); 
1 Pet. 1:11); 


(2) He speaks (Acts 1:16; 
(3) He testifies of and 
glorifies Christ (John 15:26; 16:14); (4) 
He strives with men (Gen. 6:3); (5) 
He reproves (John 16:8); (6) He teaches 


(John 14:26; 1 Cor. 12:3); (7) He com- 
forts (Acts 9:31); (8) He guides (John 
16:13). 

4 


Although, since Pentecost, the Holy 
Spirit has had a special relationship to 
believers, He has dealt with men from 
the very beginning of the world. Be- 
fore Pentecost, He came at will upon 
and used individuals for the carrying 
out of the purposes of God. Then, in 
some instances, He left them. Some 
examples are Joseph (Gen. 41:38-40); 
Bezaleel (Exod. 35:30, 31); Moses (Num. 
11:16, 17); Balaam (Num. 24:2); Joshua 
(Num. 27:18-21); Gideon (Judges 6:34); 
Samson (Judges 13:25); Saul (1 Sam. 
10:6); David (1 Sam. 16:13), and many 
others. 

we 


However, the Lord Jesus before His 
crucifixion, promised His disciples that 
when He returned to the Father, He 
would not leave them comfortless but 
would send them another Comforter, 
one called alongside to help (John 14: 
16-18). This Comforter was to be with 
them, not merely for a time, or for a 
special occasion, but “forever.” 


ve 


The Scripture verses chosen for this 
week’s topic show that this Comforter 
was also to (1) guide them into all 
truth (v. 13); (2) speak as He heard 
from the Father and the Lord Jesus; 
(3) glorify Christ and testify of Him. 


se 


In addition, we learn elsewhere that 
the Holy Spirit is to help in prayer 
(Rom. 8:26); to sanctify (Rom. 15:16; 
1 Cor. 6:11); to minister spiritual gifts 
(Heb. 2:4; 1 Cor. 12:9-12); to give power 
for service (Luke 24:49; Acts 2:3, 4; 
1:8; 4:31; 21:11); to pledge our future 
redemption (2 Cor. 1:21, 22; 5:4, 5); to 
at last make alive our bodies at the 
resurrection (Rom. 8:11). 


se 


As we have seen, before Pentecost 
the Holy Spirit came upon men at will 
to use them for God’s purposes. How- 
ever, with the gift of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost began a new dispensation. 
Now He comes upon everyone who be- 
lieves on and accepts the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour, and it is no longer 
necessary to’ ask to be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit. It is possible for be- 
lievers to grieve Him (Eph. 4:30); to 
resist Him (Acts 7:51); to quench Him, 
or to extinguish by our unwillingness 
or laziness or indifference the fires of 
zeal and love of God that He has cre- 
ated in our hearts (1 Thess. 5:19); but 
we cannot drive Him away. We may 
need to be filled many times with the 
Holy Spirit, but we can be baptized’ 
with Him but once. Repeated filling 
does not mean that we get more and 
more of the Holy Spirit, but that He 
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gets more and more of us, as we yield 
ourselves more completely to His con- 
trol. 

Are you letting Him direct and con- 
trol your life? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Haggai: a Message for Today 
(Continued from page 439) 


Surely the twice repeated exhortation 
is applicable, “Consider your ways” (vv 
5, 7). 

In his letter to the Philippians Paul 
promises to send Timothy to them. No 
one else will do, “for I have no man 
like-minded, who will naturally care 
for your state. For all seek their own, 
not the things which are Jesus Christ’s” 
(Phil. 2:20, 21). The Jews might com- 
plain that it was not time to rebuild 
the Temple since too many things were 
against it. But it was time to build 
their own houses, and _ well-finished 
houses at that. How easy to find time 
for that which we want to do, to seek 
that which is our own, and how easy 
to procrastinate regarding the things 
that are Jesus Christ’s. Satan, of course, 
takes full advantage of our natural de- 
sire for that which pleases self and in- 
duces us to be busy about these things, 
to the neglect of that which is the 
Lord’s. 

The Jews wondered why they were 
not enjoying greater prosperity. We 
know that in our own age material 
prosperity is no indication of spiritual 
blessing. Indeed the opposite may be 
the case: there may be much material 
prosperity in the life of a Christian 
where there is little or no spiritual 
progress. A glance at the cars on the 
parking lot of almost any church on a 
Sunday morning, not to mention the 
well-groomed. appearance of the people 
who leave those cars to enter the well- 
appointed building, will indicate that 
here there is no lack of material bless- 
ings. 

There is a spiritual counterpart, how- 
ever, to the accusation of Haggai that 
crop failures, famine, and other lacks 
were due to the neglect of God’s house. 
Have we not sown the Gospel bounti- 
fully in our time? Is not the Gospel 
sounded forth faithfully week by week 
in many of our pulpits? Have we not 
organized this and that method for 
reaching souls? Do we not possess all 
the equipment necessary? Yes indeed; 
but are the results commensurate with 
all this? Have we sown much and 
gathered little? Do our efforts seem 
wasted, put into a bag full of holes? 
We may blame the lack of results upon 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 





blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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the times in which we live, on the in- 
difference of human hearts to Christ, 
or on the fact that the god of this age 
has blinded the minds of them that be- 
lieve not. But may we not hear the 
voice of God accusing: It is “because 
of mine house that is waste, and ye run 
every man to his own house.” 

The truth of the matter is that we 
have not sought first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness. We have 
sought that which is our own and not 
the things which are Jesus Christ’s. It 
has not been “All for Jesus.” “An oc- 
casional skirmish with the enemy in 
the midst of a life of resting,” should 
not sum up our lives as soldiers of the 
Cross. Yet all too often that is what 
happens. It is time to consider our 
ways. 

Haggai’s message produced prompt 
obedience and as the people feared the 
Lord and obeyed His voice (1:12), a 
new word was given: “I am with you, 
saith the Lord” (v. 13). God is waiting 
to manifest Himself to us as soon as 
we will begin to obey Him. 

Some seventy days after the first mes- 
sage another was sent to the people 
and their prince and priest. It was a 
message of great encouragement. As 
the work began on the Temple there 
were some who compared this new 
building with the one that had been 
destroyed. In their eyes this new one 
was as nothing in comparison (2:3). 
This brought discouragement. Zechariah, 
a contemporary of Haggai, inquired a 
little later, “Who hath despised the day 
of small things?” (Zech. 4:10.) Too 
many despise that which is small, for- 
getting that many great things spring 
from very small beginnings. We are 
attracted to the great and spectacular; 
the small is scarcely worthy of notice. 
One cannot but remember the words 
of the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 
3:12-15. Wood, hay, and stubble have 
great bulk compared to gold, silver, 
and precious stones. But we know 
where the true value lies, and we know 
what will endure the judgment fire. 

God’s word comes to encourage. Let 
us listen while He speaks. “Be strong,” 
is a thrice repeated exhortation—to 
prince, to priest, and to all the people. 
“For I am with you” (2:4). “My spirit 
remaineth among you: fear ye not” (v. 
5). Then: “I will fill this house with 
glory” (v. 7), and not only that but, 
“The glory of this latter house shall be 
greater than of the former” (v. 9). 

It seemed impossible to a weak peo- 
ple building a smaller house on the 
ruins of that which had been so great 
and so glorious. But their God was 
with them. He would yet shake all 


| nations, so why should they fear the 


enemy that sought to hinder? They 
were poor, but “the silver and the gold 
is mine.” It is “the Lord of hosts” who 
speaks. . Through Zechariah He will 
say, “Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my: spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” 
(4:6, cf. Ezra 4:23). 

Apparently the expected blessings had 
not come as soon as the people thought 
they would. Had they not obeyed? 
Where then was the increase in material 





blessings? A lesson of great importance 
must be learned. This is given in a new 
message uttered two months later. 

The people are instructed to ask the 
priests for a ruling regarding things 
clean.and unclean. The truth behind 
this is that the holy (consecrated) 
thing, if in contact with that which is 
unclean, does not cause the unclean to 
become holy. On the other hand that 
which is unclean through defilement, 
coming in contact with any of these 
things, will make them unclean. They 
must learn that sin is not a trivial 
thing. It has altogether contaminated 
the people. It has made God’s people 
unclean. They must not think that it 
can be easily overlooked. Sin was the 
real reason why God’s blessings had 
been withheld. It is still the real rea- 
son why blessings are withheld. “Be- 
hold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save; neither is his ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear: but your 
iniquities have separated between you 
and your God, and your sins have hid 
his face from you, that he will not 
hear” (Isa. 59:1, 2). “To him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, 
to him it is sin,” is a New Testament 
definition (Jas. 4:17). 

Against this background God’s grace 
is magnified in His next declaration: 
“From this day will I bless you” (2: 
19). With our knowledge of the Bible 
we can see the steps into blessing: re- 
pentance, confession, cleansing, blessing. 
If we go back to the tenth chapter of 
Ezra we see that this was just what 
did happen. Will we who live and 
walk in greater light than the Jews of 
Haggai’s day possessed, be unwilling to 
separate ourselves from that which con- 
taminates? (2 Cor. 6:17, 18.) 

Haggai closes with a brief word on 
that same day, a word to the prince 
assuring him that though all things will 
be shaken, his work shall abide (cf. 
Zech. 4:9). We have a greater Prince 
than Zerubbabel. He is building “an 
holy temple in the Lord” (Eph. 2:21). 
His purpose is unshakable, for He has 
declared, “I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” 

“Go ... bring . . . build the house; 
and I will take pleasure in it, and I 
will be glorified, saith the Lord.” 


Our Father 


(Continued from page 438) 


glory and dominion for ever and ever. . 


Amen.’” 

“‘To him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen.’” -repeated Miss 
MacDonald, reverently. “Now, from the 
fourth chapter of Revelation, we have 
already learned what the four creatures 
about the throne of God were saying. 
Who remembers?” 

“It’s in verse 8,” said Christopher. 
“*They rest not day and night, saying, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.’” 

“And a little farther on in the same 
chapter, we hear another doxology,” 
went on the teacher. “This time it is 
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four and twenty elders who fall down 
in worship before the throne. Verse 11 
tells us what they say. Read it, Bill.” 

“*Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory and honour and power: for thou 
hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created,’” 
read Bill. 

“And in chapter five, we hear the 
praise that is offered by angels around 
the throne, and the beasts and the 
elders, in number ten thousand times 
ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 
sands,” replied Miss MacDonald. “Read 
what they say in verses 12, 13, and 14, 
Carol.” 

“‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and wis- 
dom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing,’” began Carol. But 
she was interrupted by wildly waving 
hands. 

“That’s what it says in ‘The Messiah’!” 
cried Debbie. “Remember the chorus 
second to the end, ‘Worthy is the 
Lamb’!” 

“Of course it is!” said Miss MacDonald 
with a smile. “Didn’t I tell you that the 
words of ‘The Messiah’ were all taken 
from the Bible? If you'll just let Carol 
finish, you’ll hear some more words 
from that same wonderful chorus.” 

So Carol read on: 

“‘And every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever. And the four beasts said, 
Amen. And the four and twenty elders 
fell down and worshipped him that 
liveth for ever and ever,’” she finished. 


“I told you a while back that our 
word worship comes from the two 
words, worth-ship. Do you notice how 
often in these doxologies the worshipers 
proclaim that God is worthy of our 
praise and adoration?” asked Miss Mac- 
Donald. “But let’s go on. Chapter 7 
now, verses 9 to 12, Brian, please.” 

“‘After this I beheld, and, lo, a great 
multitude, which no man could number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 
ple, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their 
hands,’” read Brian, “‘And cried with 
a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb. And all the angels 
stood round about the throne, and about 
the elders and the four beasts, and 
fell before the throne on their faces, 
and worshipped God, saying, Amen: 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, 
and might, be unto our God for ever 
and ever. Amen.’” 

“The next is one you will prob- 
ably recognize,” said Miss MacDonald. 
“Chapter 11, verses 15 to 17. Will you 
read it, Virginia?” 

“‘And the seventh angel sounded; 
and there were great voices in heaven, 
Saying, The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
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of his Christ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever,’” began Virginia. 

But once again hands were waving 
all over the room. 

“The middle part of the ‘Hallelujah 
Chorus,’” cried David; while Peter be- 
gan humming the tune under his breath. 

“Good—I’m glad you remember your 
music appreciation lessons so well,” said 
Miss MacDonald. “But let Virginia 
finish.” 

So Virginia went on: 

“‘And the four and twenty elders, 
which sat before God on their seats, fell 
upon their faces, and worshipped God, 
saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord 
God Almighty, which art, and wast, and 
art to come; because thou hast taken to 
thee thy great power, and hast 
reigned.’ ” 

“How wonderfully all these glorious 
doxologies build up!” exclaimed Miss 
MacDonald. “Don’t they thrill you? 
Can’t you just see the throne of God, 
and hear all the praises of Heaven and 
earth being brought to the One who 
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alone is worthy? Now, just one more; 
or rather, two. They are really parts of 
the same doxology. Read chapter 19, 
verse 1, Chris.” 

“‘And after these things I heard a 
great voice of much people in heaven, 
saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, 
and honour, and power, unto the Lord 
our God.’” 

“And now skip to verse 4, and read 
to the end of verse 6, please,” asked 
Miss MacDonald. 

So Chris read-on: “‘And the four and 
twenty elders and the four beasts fell 
down and worshipped God that sat on 
the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. And 
a voice came out of the throne, saying, 
Praise our God, all ye his servants, and 
ye that fear him, both small and great. 
And I heard as it were the voice of a 
great’ multitude, and as the voice of 
many waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: 
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.’” 

“And so we could go on,” said Miss 
MacDonald. “God is great, and greatly 
to be praised. The hosts of Heaven 
praise Him continually now; and the 
time will one day come when all men 
everywhere will have to bow before 
the majesty of His holy name, 

“And in the meantime, the Lord 
Jesus has taught us, who are His chil- 
dren, that we should acknowledge His 
greatness, and ascribe to Him all honor, 
and glory and blessing. That is what 
we do when we end His prayer with 
the words, ‘For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever’ 
—if we mean it with all our hearts. 
And one day we who belong to His 
family shall join with all the redeemed 
in Heaven, singing, ‘Worthy is the 
Lamb’ and ‘Hallelujah!’ All the dox- 
ologies we can sing or pray on earth 
are just a faint, faint echo of that ever- 
lasting song of the redeemed in which 
we shall one day forever bear our part. 

“But we don’t have to wait for that 
day to praise Him. Although God is so 
great, and so glorious, He hears the 
praises we bring to Him now. Even 
today, He is listening as we sing our 
little doxology, and as we read His 
Word. When we sing, if we really 
mean what we say, He hears, and His 
heart is made glad by His children’s 
praises.” 

“Could we sing ‘Praise My Soul the 
King of Heaven’ right now?” asked 
Rosemary. “That’s one of my favorite 
songs of praise.” 

“Indeed we may,” replied Miss Mac- 
Donald heartily. “I think that would 
be a most beautiful way to end this 
little talk about doxologies.” 

So the children sang, with all their 
hearts, and as beautifully as they could, 
the lovely setting of Psalm 103. 


aon, help us to adore Him! 
old Him face to face; 
Sun and ‘moon, bow down before Him, 
Dwellers all —* and space, 
Praise Him, praise Him, 
Praise with us the God of grace! 





Our Father in Heaven, we thank Thee 
that although Thou art. so great and 
so glorious, yet Thou dost rejoice to 
hear us, Thy children, when we praise 


Thee. We thank Thee that Thow hast 
made us Thy children, and hast put a 
new song into our mouths, even praises 
unto our God. We would bring to Thee 
now all the love and worship and adora- 
tion of our hearts. Teach us so to live 
that all our lives may be well-pleasing 
unto Thee—an endless song of: praise 
to Thy most holy name. We ask this 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


(To be continued) 
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“Husbands, Love Your Wives” 
(Continued from page 443) 


“The woman was made of a rib out 
of the side of Adam; not made out of 
his head to top him, not out of his feet 
to be trampled upon by him, but out of 
his side to be equal with him, under his 
arm to be protected, and near his heart 
to be beloved. Adam lost a rib, and 
without any diminution to his strength 
or comeliness; for, doubtless, the flesh 
was closed without a scar, but, in lieu 
thereof, he had a help meet for him, 
which abundantly made up his loss: 
what God takes away from His people, 
He will, some way or other, restore 
with advantage. In this (as in many 
other things), Adam was a figure of 
Him that was to come; for, out of the 
side of Christ, the second Adam, His 
spouse the Church was formed, when 
He slept the sleep, the deep sleep, of 
death upon the cross; in order to which, 
His side was opened, and there came 
out blood and water, blood to purchase 
His Church, and water to purify it to 
Himself.” 

4 


Freed From “Cancelled Sin” 
(Continued from page 443) 


that was against us, which was con- 
trary to us, and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his cross; and having 
spoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a shew of them openly, triumph- 
ing over them in it.” 

However, the fact that God has can- 
celed the penalty for sins does not al- 
ways mean that its power has been 
ended experimentally in the life of the 
believer. Paul, in writing to the Ro- 
man Christians, called on them to 
“reckon” themselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God, and he 
urged them not to let sin reign in their 
bodies, or obey it, or to yield their 
members as instruments of unright- 
eousness unto sin, but to yield them- 
selves unto God as those who are alive 
from the dead. “Sin shall not have 
dominion over you,” he exclaims (Rom. 
6: 11-14). 

A fugitive from justice, not having 
heard that a pardon has been granted 
in his behalf, may continue to live in 
fear and trembling because of the power 
of the law and thus may miss the prac- 
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tical benefit and application of his par- 
don. Just so, it is possible, but un- 
necessary, for the Christian to live 
under the fear and domination of sin, 
although his pardon has been purchased 
on the cross of Calvary. God’s Word 
calls on such a one to reckon himself 
dead unto sin, to thank God for his de- 
liverance through Christ, and to go on 
in newness of life realizing that there 
is no condemnation to them that are 
in Christ Jesus, because the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made 
him free from the law of sin and death 
(Rom. 7:25 to 8:3). 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Orphan by Choice. By Clara Verner. 
(Beacon Hill Press, Kansas City, Mo., 
$2.50.) Phyllis Marlowe hated divorce. 
“Years ago I made up my mind that I 
would never be the child of multiple 
parents! How then could I possibly 
bring myself to become such a parent?” 
she told her fiance when she discovered 
that he was divorced and had a child. 
Not long after she broke off with her 
fiance, Phyllis’s parents parted after a 
foolish quarrel. Thoroughly disillu- 
sioned, Phyllis fled from her home, leav- 
ing college, too, and took a job in 
another community as governess to little 
Robbie Rutledge. Again divorce in all 
its ugliness haunted her, for Robbie’s 
parents were living separate lives with 
other partners. After little Robbie’s 
tragic death, Phyllis finds another job, 
this time with a church group. Here 
she meets Lee, who loves the Lord; and 
with Lee’s help her understanding of 
life and her relationship to God begin 
to take shape and meaning. This novel, 
almost a modern parable, carries out 
well its author’s obvious intent. Its 
lessons will prick deeper into the con- 
sciousness of the reader than any ser- 
mon could. 


Bible Highways. By Ivor Powell. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.50.) A companion volume 
to “Bible Cameos,” “Bible Windows,” 
“Bible Pinnacles,” and “Bible Treas- 

es,” this book presents, like its pred- 
ecessors, sermons preached by the 
author, a gifted expositor and zealous 
evangelist. Easy to read because they 
are interesting, being highlighted with 
contemporary illustration and appli- 
Cation, these sound Biblical messages 

(forty-two in all) inform the mind 
and warm the heart. Each’ meditation 
is clearly and aptly outlined and is fol- 
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lowed by further illustrations of the 


theme discussed. There is an original- 
ity that is fresh and stimulating and 
that will prove helpfully suggestive, 
especially to those readers who are 
themselves in the Bible-teaching and 
preaching ministry. 


Moccasin Steps. By Florence E. 
Beausay. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) Life among 
the Indians was not too hard for young 
Stephen Scott. Brought up in the days 
when Ohio was a western frontier, he 
was taken captive when his parents 
were killed by the Wyandot Indians. 
Quickly he learned their language and 
customs and was adopted by the tribe 
in a ceremonial rite. Through all of his 
difficulties, however, Stephen did not 
forget his parents’ training, and often 
testified to the Indians of his belief in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 
Then a missionary to the Indians, Mr. 
Reese, came to live among the Wyan- 
dots, strengthening Stephen’s testimony 
considerably. But it was faith in action 
that won the Indians to the Lord, when 
Stephen demonstrated his utter depend- 
ence upon Him in a local war with the 
Shawnee Tribe. Preparation for this 
book has undoubtedly required much 
research, and the author has not spared 
herself to provide for boys and girls a 
story authentic, exciting, and inspiring. 
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Worship 
on the International 


Daily Bible Readi 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 12 to 18 


Mon.—Proverbs 6:12-23. 
Things the Lord Hates. 
We have lost the original meaning of 
“naughty,” because we use it mostly 
for children. Here it means a “worth- 
less person.” When tragedy comes to 
such people, they complain and often 
think God has been unfair. Remember 
Paul’s word, “God is not mocked” (Gal. 
6:7). Study the seven things God hates, 
see whether you are guilty, and ask 
Him for grace to put them away. The 
better we know the Scriptures the more 
the Lord will bring them to our mind 
and lead us. Compare Proverbs 6:23 
with Psalm 119: 105 and 130. 


Tues.—James 1:16-21. Slow To Speak. 


In operating rooms they have strong 
lights, so made that doctors will not be 
hindered: by shadows. “The Father of 
lights” (v. 17) casts no shadow. Verse 
19 is one of the most important in the 
New Testament. Does it say, “Slow to 
hear, swift to speak, slow to wrath”? 
Too often we act as though it did, and 
we also change the last “slow” to 
“swift.” There is such a thing as right- 
eous indignation, but it is rare, and too 
often is only the anger of our old hu- 
man nature. 
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AN EFFECTIVE WITNESS 
TO THE JEWS in many lands: 


Israel, India, Europe, behind the Iron 
Curtain, and in the Americas. The 
Gospel is preached and the love of 
God made a blessed reality to those 
who are burdened and perplexed. Your 
prayerful support is earnestly invited. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
Dr. Victor Buksbazen, Géneral Secretary 
1218-S Chestnut Street, 7th floor 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Unique and challenging publication 
ISRAEL MY GLORY sent free upon request. 
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Looking for a Coeducational 
CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 


(Also grades 7 and 8) 
WHERE CHRIST IS FIRST?— 


Fee view 5 i = 


SHARK River HILLs 


NEPTUNE, NEW JERSEY 
Box 65 


Attention Dr. John J. McCall ; 
Distinctive Christian Education 
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FREE “REDEEMING the TIME” 


FILM 


New, full-color filmstrip for free 
showing in your Sunday School 
-..now available from Scripture 
Press 


speed 60 minutes of the Sunday 

School hour really count for eternity, 

with more Bible taught . . . more 

lives changed! 

® Encourages faithfulness in shap- 
ing precious lives 


® Stimulates thoughtful discussion 
—ideal for teachers’ meetings 


® Presents the TOTAL-HOUR Teach- 
ing Plan that results in. total-hour 
learning 


Write NOW for this FREE 
30-minute filmstrip. Indicate 
first and second choice of 
showing dates. No obliga- 
tion. Film comes complete 
with 12-inch record and help- 
ful discussion guides. 


See your local Christian 
bookstore, or write Scripture 
Press, Dept. SSA-61 
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TEACH YOUR VACATION 


BIBLE SCHOOL PUPILS 
THE TRUTH THAT 
MATTERS MOST 


OUR REDEEMER 


New All-Bible Series for Beginners 
' through Teens Uniformly Adapted 


Ue alae 








All four series are part of a 5-year VBS course teaching 
the plan of redemption to young minds and hearts. The 
10 lessons in each series are taken from both. Old and 


New Testaments. 


Instruction material includes director’s manual, teachers 
guides, pupils’ workbooks. Visual aids include 2 flannel- 
graph missionary stories and 2 flash card stories in color, 
(4 cards each). Especially geared for the smaller school, 


with small budget, limited equipment and staff. 


A complete package for a successful Vacation Bible School. 
Write today for descriptive literature and order form. 





Series |— OUR NEED OF 
A REDEEMER 


Series Il — STRENGTH AND 
POWER 

Series Ill — FAITH AND 
COURAGE 

‘Series IV — WITNESS AND 
SERVICE 

SUPPLIERS OF RELIGIOUS 


MATERIAL TO SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
FOR OVER A CENTURY 


‘ 
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iM} «COULSON SHEPHERD, 
il\| Director. Forty years in 
the Gospel Ministry. 





“FAITH COMETH BY HEARING.” Jews who 
will not enter a church will tune in our “Message 
to Israel” broadcasts aired over 50 stations with 
coast-to-coast and foreign coverage, including 
the State of Israel. 

1961 marks our 25th year of broadcasting the 
gospel to Jews. Month-to-month giving by the 
Lord’s people keeps this vital message on the 
air. May we have your prayerful support? 

Send for free copy of our informative mag- 
azine, MESSAGE TO ISRAEL. 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, Inc. 
Box 682, General Post Office, New York 1, New York 








Make 
Graph 
full COLOR, large size. 


into compact roll. 





STORY-O-GRAPHS P.O. BOX 145M, Dept. T 


FLANNELGRAPHS from GENESIS to REVELATION 
our talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-O- 
ible characters. REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWINGS, 


13 colorful hand painted backgrounds 
Vis-U-Fold—Aluminum Telescopic Tripod and fabric board folds 


Write for FREE folder and price list to 








Pasadena, California 








KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


.... Tightly dividing 
the word of truth. 
2 TIMOTHY 2:15 










Tune in each Sunday over 
ABC AND MUTUAL NETWORKS 


Write today for your FREE radio log 
P.O. Box 22, Grand Rapids, Mich. 





DR. M. R. DE HAAN 
Teacher 








RICHARD DE HAAN 
Associate Teacher 


RADIO BIBLE CLASS PROGRAM 
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Wed.—James 3:1-12. 
Controlling the Tongue. 
Too much talk is a very common 
failing among Christians. “In the mul- 
titude of words there wanteth no sin” 
(Prov. 10:19). G. H. Lang, in “An 
Ordered Life,” says of W. L. McClen- 
ahan, an American missionary in Egypt, 
“He was the most silent man I ever 
knew. I have seen him sit for half 
an hour ‘conversing’ with a visitor, that 
is, the other doing all the talking and 
he contributing nods of the head or 
movements of his hands.” Too many © 
want to talk about themselves. “The 
tongue can no man tame,” but God can, © 
Thurs.—James 4:1-12, is 
Do Not Speak Evil. a 
Even in our prayers we need the help 
of the Spirit (Rom. 8:26). It is won- 
derful that in James we find, “But he ~ 
giveth more grace.” Pride is one of the — 
greatest hindrances in Christian work, — 
An F.BI. agent told the writer that it © 
is at the bottom of many crimes. If © 
we are to resist the Devil, we must 
first submit ourselves to God. Verse — 
11 is a tremendously high standard, of © 
which Christians generally fall short — 
Let us look to Him who “giveth more — 
grace” to help us. 


Fri—Matthew 15:1-9. ce 

Making Void the Word of God. 

The Pharisees criticized the disciples” 
for a very small matter, based on tra-” ~ 
dition, while they were guilty of break- 
ing the Fifth Commandment. They said __ 
that if a man did not want to help his 
parents, he could say that his money 
was set aside for God. Christ called 
them “hypocrites,” because they put on 
an appearance of being good, while they 
were selfish and wicked. They cared 
more about their little rules than about 
God’s commandments. If we criticize 
them, beware that we do not fall into 
the same sin. / 


Sat.—Matthew 15:10-20. 
Words Which Defile. 

Food eaten with dirty hands would 
not defile a man morally, but the evil 
things that he said would. Christ says 
six evil things come from the heart’ 
and thoughts. These show the need 
of obeying Solomon’s commandment, 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of it are the issues of life” (Prov. 
4:23). David said, “Thy word have I. 
hid in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against thee” (Psa. 119:11). One of the 
best ways to keep out evil thoughts is 
to memorize Scripture and good old 
hymns. 


Sun.—Proverbs 15:1-9. A Soft Answer. 

All but one of these verses have con- 
trasts in them indicated by the word 
“but.” See if you can find in which 
ones the good is mentioned first, and 
in which ones the evil. Most anger is 
a kind of madness, which prevents us 
from thinking straight. “A soft an- 
swer” is like water poured on a fire 
that is just starting. It is not only the 
Christian way to answer, but also saves 
a lot of trouble in the future. 
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